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Gautam Bulusu

Writer’s Comment: I wrote this piece in Dr. Karma Waltonen’s 
UWP104F class. The assignment was a case study in which we 
explored a theme in health science by telling a story through an 
interview. I was approached by my friend Sam (name changed for 
privacy) to give his story, which was an opportunity for both of us to 
explore a topic that is not very prevalent in today’s dialogue on genital 
health. I started writing this as any normal essay, but I became 
frustrated with my inability to capture the emotions and experience 
of Sam. Luckily, Dr. Karma gave the class the opportunity to write 
this piece in a graphic format, which worked to bridge my love for 
drawing with Sam’s story. The comic explores consequences of a lack of 
sexual and genital health dialogue in some families; additionally, it 
dives into testicular torsion as a serious issue for men who might not 
know what it is. I hope this comic is an enjoyable read and provides 
insight to whoever picks it up. 

Instructor’s Comment: Having taught courses on graphic novels, 
I know that Davis has many aspiring artists, not all of whom major 
in art. Thus, in several of my classes, I offer students the chance to 
compose their nonfiction essays in graphic novel form. Many students 
have begun this project, only to give up—it’s hard, and it takes much 
longer than writing a traditional essay. I warned Gautam about that 
when he took my UWP 104F (Writing in the Health Professions) 
class last summer. Gautam chose to write his lay case study in graphic 
format. It was challenging—he had to choose which ideas should be 
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presented in pictures and which in words. He had to figure out how 
to convey the scientific information that the case study needed. In 
other words, he had to balance subject and story at the same time he 
created a piece of art. What he created will be a wonderful example to 
my future students—and a very hard act to follow. 

—Karma Waltonen, University Writing Program
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